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Australian BSE Food Safety Assessment – Information Required for Annual Country Status Update

Introduction
To facilitate the provision of annual BSE information from countries, the Australian BSE Food Safety Assessment Committee (the Committee) has adopted the WOAH’s template of Information Required for Annual Reconfirmation (2023 version). In addition to this data, the following information must also be supplied when relevant:

1) Describe how imported cattle are monitored, slaughtered and processed, and what disposal mechanisms are practiced for such cattle.
2) Describe any exceptional circumstances that have occurred in relation to BSE controls or changes to BSE status in the country, for example, identification of any BSE cases or failures in control points along the supply chain. 
Please submit the annual BSE update to the Committee via bse@foodstandards.gov.au by 31 January. 
Please direct any enquiries on the preparation or submission of annual BSE update to bse@foodstandards.gov.au

Questions:	

Period covered in the update (cover a period of 12 months): 
	
Questions/Issues of concern
	
Comments

	1. General

	1.1 Has the local competent authority reviewed the BSE risk assessment incorporating documented evidence?
	

	1.2 Have there been any changes in BSE related legislation in comparison to the previous year?
	

	2. Potential release of the BSE agent through imported materials 

	2.1 Have there been any imports of MBM, greaves of ruminant origin, feedstuffs or fertilizers containing either? If yes, where from and in what quantities, and for what purpose(s)?
	

	2.2 Have any live cattle been imported? If yes, where from, in what numbers, and for what purposes(s)? If applicable, how were the imported cattle slaughtered and processed, and how were the remains of the imported cattle disposed of?
	

	3. Exposure control

	3.1 Did the update discuss any changes to previously assessed risk mitigation measures preventing bovines from being fed ruminant-derived protein? If yes, has adequate explanation for the change been given?
	


	3.2 Has any change in auditing practises or any increase in non-compliances been reported? If yes, has adequate explanation for the change or a summary of corrective measures been given?
	


	4. BSE surveillance

	4.1 Has the surveillance programme continued to report and test all animals that show signs on the clinical spectrum of BSE? Has there been any change in the methodology of surveillance programme?
	

	4.2 Has awareness and training programmes for stakeholder groups been implemented during the reporting period? If no, has adequate explanation and/or corrective measures been provided?
	

	4.3 Has an update that tests bovines that fall into the categories established in 11.4.20.2 of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code been provided? Are the numbers reported the same as numbers tested for? If no, has adequate explanation been given?
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