
Introduction

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) works in 
the international arena to support capacity building activities. 
The main activities include the provision of various training 
courses to participants from the Asia Pacific region.

FSANZ is involved in a range of international activities that 
support the ‘whole of government’ approach to providing 
leadership and active participation in the Asia pacific region. 

The regulatory systems and infrastructure needed to conform 
to the new international trading environment is wanting in 
some areas in many developing countries. Many countries in 
the region require assistance for development of technically 
sound food control systems, which are harmonized with 
current international standards.  

The FSANZ International training has been operating since 
1997. FSANZ is not provided with funding to undertake 
these international activities.  Therefore, all projects must be 
fully cost recovered. This work has been funded by AusAID, 
APEC and through charging a fee for service.

Objective

All our capacity building activities have been directed towards 
achieving one of the FSANZ objectives, that is ‘the promotion 
of consistency between domestic and international food 
standards’.

We are pursuing the objective to:

• fulfil our statutory responsibility to promote confidence in 
the quality and safety of food produced for, or exported to 
Australia and New Zealand; and

• take a leading role supporting other countries to develop 
standards similar to our standards and to international 
standards in pursuit of the harmonisation of food 
standards.

Output

FSANZ has provided 20 training programs since 1997 
covering areas such as -

• Building a More Effective Food Regulatory System 

• Safety Assessment and Management of Genetically 
Modified (GM) Foods

• Microbiological Risk Analysis in Food

• Capacity Building in Chemical Risk Analysis 

• Developing Food Laws, Standards and Enforcement 
Systems 

Countries

FSANZ has provided training to participants from government 
agencies with responsibilities for food safety regulation from 
the following countries -

• Brunei Darussalam

• Chinese Taipei

• Fiji 

• Hong Kong, China

• Indonesia

• Korea

• Laos

• Malaysia

• Papua New Guinea

• People’s Republic of China

• Saudi Arabia

• Singapore 

• Solomon Islands

• Thailand

• Tonga

• The Philippines

• Vanuatu

• Vietnam
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OveRvIeW

• The project was a 5-day capacity building program 
that aimed to enhance the skills and knowledge 
of course participants concerning food laws, food 
standards and enforcement systems and activities. 
These issues are a high priority for Vietnam.  The 
course focused on challenges facing Vietnam and 
possible approaches to dealing with them. 

taRget audIenCe

• Participants included senior government officials 
involved in designing, reviewing and developing food 
laws and legislation and senior officials involved in 
the enforcement and compliance functions in food 
regulatory agencies. 

OBJeCtIveS

• To strengthen the capacity of participants from 
Vietnam to undertake and develop food laws and 
regulation and to review and develop more effective 
food standards in line with international standards 
appropriate for their needs.

• To provide participants with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to understand compliance and 
enforcement systems relevant to there needs.

• To workshop practical examples and case studies on 
how best to apply these skills and new knowledge to 
strengthen their food regulatory systems to meet their 
needs.

OutputS 

At the conclusion of the training program participants are 
able to:

• Understand and apply the concepts and principles 
that underpin international food laws and food 
regulation.

• Examine approaches to the review and development 
of effective food enforcement and compliance 
systems appropriate to the needs of Vietnam.

• Recommend useful approaches to review and 
develop food regulation based on Vietnam case 
studies.

• Be equipped with resource materials to undertake the 
above.
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