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Terms of Reference 

Consumer and Public Health Dialogue (CPHD) 
 

1. Introduction 

The Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) Consumer and Public Health 

Dialogue (CPHD) provides a means by which FSANZ can engage in deeper and more 

meaningful consultation with peak consumer and public health bodies and academics. 

The objective is to improve FSANZ’s awareness and understanding of community food 

and health issues and public health priorities, and through this communication provide a 

more effective food regulatory response. 

 
2. Role of Committee 

The aims of the CPHD are to: 

• broaden FSANZ’s awareness and understanding of current and emerging community 

food and health issues, and public health priorities related to food  

• inform FSANZ standards development and communication activities through 

engaging with peak consumer and public health bodies in a timely manner 

• contribute consumer and public health perspectives on issues and challenges related 

to FSANZ’s role and responsibility, and the priority areas of the food regulatory 

system 

• alert consumer and public health groups of impending changes in the national food 

regulatory system and processes and the relevance to public interest and concerns 

about the food supply. 

 
And in so doing, FSANZ aims to: 

• provide a more effective regulatory response to community food and health issues 

and public health priorities 

• increase effectiveness of FSANZ engagement and consultation with consumers and 

the public health sector 

• improve community and public health stakeholder understanding and trust in FSANZ 

and its processes. 
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3. Term of Appointment 

Members and member organisations will be invited by FSANZ to participate for a 

renewable term of three years, commencing 1 July.  

 
4. Membership including proxies  

Membership is to comprise senior representatives from key consumer and public health 

organisations, and public health or social science academics, such that the ratio of 

representatives from Australia and New Zealand is 8:3 as follows: 

Up to 3 consumer organisations e.g. 

• CHOICE 

• Consumer NZ 

• Consumers’ Federation of Australia (CFA) 

 
 

Up to 5 public health organisations e.g. 

• Public Health Association Australia (PHAA) 

• Dietitians Association of Australia (DAA) 

• Australian Chronic Disease Prevention Alliance (ACPDA) 

• Agencies for Nutrition Action (ANA) 

• Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) 

 
 

Up to 3 public health or social science academics 

And the above appointments will include up to 2 Australian, Pacific Islander or Maori 

Indigenous representatives. 

Representatives from the Australian Department of Health and New Zealand 

government, and the Implementation Subcommittee on Food Regulation (ISFR) Chair 

are invited to act as observers on the CPHD. 

Members and observers will be permitted to appoint a suitably qualified/experienced 

proxy for a meeting. 
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5. Operation  

Meetings will be chaired by the FSANZ CEO. 

FSANZ will provide a Secretariat support. The Secretariat will be responsible for 

administrative duties: calling for agenda items, and preparing agendas and supporting 

papers. A record of outcomes will be maintained and provided to members. All 

documentation will be accessed via an external portal (CPHD Extranet). 

Subject to available funding resources, meetings will be held biannually, with the option 

of a teleconference mid-year. If required, additional teleconferences will be arranged, 

outside these dates, at a time convenient to members. 

Meetings will be held in the FSANZ Canberra office, with a video link to the Wellington 

office for New Zealand-based Members 

 

6. Remuneration 

Sitting fees, travel costs and appropriate out-of-pocket expenses incurred while 

participating on the CPHD will be met as required and in accordance with FSANZ’s 

CPHD Remuneration Guidelines. 

 

7. Conflicts of Interest 

Members will be asked to declare any conflicts of interest (perceived or otherwise) at 

each meeting. 

 

8. Confidentiality/Responsibilities 

Members will be issued with a CPHD Group Member Guide and will be required to sign a 

Deed of Confidentiality provided by FSANZ. 

 

9. Feedback and Review 

The Membership and Terms of Reference will be reviewed at the end of each term. The 

review process will be coordinated by the Secretariat and Members will have the 

opportunity to provide both formal and informal feedback.  

A small delegation (up to two members) will be invited annually to attend a FSANZ Board 

meeting to provide a brief update. 


