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• Firstly, on behalf of the CEO of the Australian Food and Grocery Council Tanya 
Barden,  I would like to thank FSANZ for the invitation to speak at this stakeholder 
event. Tanya sends her apologies for not being able to attend today – she is a COVID-
19 close contact and she has asked me to speak in her place.  

• Of course, the last time we met here was ‘pre-pandemic’ and, at the risk of 
understatement, a lot has happened since then.  

• Particularly, the food industry was formally identified by Governments -Federal, States 
and Territories - as being “ an essential industry”, and it was designated as 1 of 6 
“National Strategic Priorities” by the Federal Government. 
 
The new Labor government has also called out the food manufacturing industry as a 
critical industry under its smart manufacturing policy. 

• But before considering the question of Future Ready Food Standards, let me throw a 
question back to FSANZ and others in the food regulatory system 
 
What should a ‘Future Ready Food Industry’ look like?   
Only by answering that question, can we design future ready food standards.  

Sustaining Australia: Food and Grocery Manufacturing 2030 
• The AFGC has a clear ambition for the future of food industry as detailed in our 

Sustaining Australia: Food and Grocery Manufacturing 2030 report. That report sets a 
path  
1. For doubling the size of the sector by 2030 to become a major, sophisticated, 

value-adding export industry with more, better paying jobs particularly in regional 
areas  

2. For incentivising investment and reinvestment in the sector, reversing the ‘off-
shoring’ of food manufacturing of the last 2-3 decades, and enhancing the 
resilience of the domestic food system and to improve food security,  
and  

3. a path for sensible food regulations which facilitate the food industry’s 
commercial success whilst maintaining the highest levels of public health and 
safety protection. 

• The reality is that as nutrition and health sciences advance only profitable companies 
can innovate to bring more healthful products to market, and  
Governments can only work closely with domestic manufacturing companies 
encouraging them to innovate to support domestic public health and safety priorities. 

• The AFGC would argue this is best achieved through supporting a strong, resilient, 
internationally competitive, domestic, food industry investing in innovative products 
carrying truthful (that is scientifically substantiated) health claims about their food 
products’ contributions to better diets. 
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Considering Future Ready Food Standards 
• The AFGC holds the strong view that Future Ready Food Standards must be part of a 

food regulatory system responsive to the dual imperative of providing high levels of 
consumer protection coupled with facilitating a successful food industry.  

• The AFGC proposed reforms to the Review of the FSANZ Act designed to clearly 
reflect that whilst protection of public health and safety is paramount, the food 
regulatory system must also align with: 
1. the policy objective of Governments fostering local food industries and the 

domestic food system to continually improve product offerings to assist 
consumers to healthier lifestyles; 

2. the central, driving role technical innovation and on-pack claims have in both 
providing choice to consumers and supporting the competitiveness and product 
differentiation at the food company level,  

3. promoting a culture within food regulatory agencies encouraging food industry to 
innovate through creating clear unambiguous paths to approvals for new 
technologies and associated claims; 

4. supporting growth in domestic food manufacturing and growth in high value 
manufactured food exports as an important contributor to the nation’s wealth, 
and 

5. maintaining the broader community’s confidence in the food regulatory system 
and safety and quality of food products available in Australia. 

• Specific reforms the AFGC called for included: 
1. more explicit text in the objectives of the FSANZ Act and FSANZ itself, 

supporting a competitive, innovative, profitable food industry 
2. recognition of international regulatory approvals for new technologies providing 

Australian consumers both the choice and the benefits enjoyed by consumers 
overseas  

3. allowing the regulatory system to ‘learn by doing’ i.e. approvals streamlined for 
similar technologies from similar processes (such as additives and processing 
aids) 

4. giving FSANZ the enforcement role for national food labelling and food 
composition standards, with jurisdictions to continue to enforce food safety and 
processing standards which require local inspections and ‘EHO’s boots on the 
ground’.  

And the AFGC called for  
greater consistency in ‘proportionate regulatory response’ vis: 

a. self-substantiation for low-risk novel foods and health claims  
b. industry codes of practice for low-risk issues, and  
c. ‘extended labelling’ as an alternative to on-pack labelling for non-critical information 

– that is moving some mandatory on-pack labelling to internet sources.  
This last point recognises that through smart phones and other devices consumers have 
almost endless access to information about food products from company websites and other 
sources, and this has been the case for well over a decade.  
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It’s time to formally explore how the regulatory system, and food labelling standards, can 
leverage the modern IT era, to support the objective of informed consumer choice and avoid 
the continual battle over label space which has characterised, and continues to characterise, 
food labelling issues.   
 
Some closing comments 
1. The food manufacturing industry now faces an unprecedented and unforeseen number 

of substantial challenges - spiraling energy and other input costs, worker and skills 
shortages, high inflation across the globe, severe and on-going supply chain 
disruptions due to COVID19 and the Ukraine Russia war.   

2. Against this backdrop the food industry is also responding to other pressing issues 
around sustainability such as building a circular economy for packaging recycling, 
reducing the industry’s carbon footprint, and further regulatory requirements as one of 
13 critical infrastructure industries.  
 
Food companies are also continually renovating and reformulating food products to 
assist consumers to construct better diets better able to protect and promote good 
health.  
 
On this last point, I’d just like to remind everyone of the industry’s proud record of 
responding to advances in nutritional science. For example, it’s now 50 years since the 
first polyunsaturated margarines were launched in response to concerns about dietary 
saturated fat levels and heart disease. And there have been many more innovations 
since then. 
 
There is no doubt that the food supply is ‘healthier’ than it was 30 years ago – for 
example levels of trans-fats in Australian diets are well within WHO recommendations 
following the industry’s self-initiated commitment to remove them in the 1990s, 
supported by FSANZ in the 2000s in a successful collaboration across stakeholders.   

3. The AFGC has always said FSANZ’s objectives and the food industry’s objectives are 
aligned – protection of public health and safety and informed consumer choice.   
 
Aligned objectives is the first prerequisite in any successful collaboration. 
 
Both our organisations are committed to the primacy of best practice regulation with 
decision-making based on facts, science, and technical evidence.  Continued 
adherence and a commitment to these principles will provide the framework for an on-
going close working relationship between FSANZ and the AFGC, and many other 
stakeholders. 

4. The AFGC Secretariat has always enjoyed a close working relationship with FSANZ 
staff. And we know within AFGC company members that there are scientific and 
regulatory affairs people who also enjoy close professional relationships with FSANZ.  
 
Those relationships are built on mutual respect and trust and are critical for the free 
exchange of information between FSANZ and the industry it regulates.  
 
There is no doubt in my mind that we need to maintain, and indeed build upon the 
professional relationships between our organisations and indeed the wider food 
regulation community.  
 
The food industry is moving into uncertain times with little indication that uncertainty 
will diminish in the foreseeable future.  
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Navigating that uncertainty successfully will depend, to some extent upon, the 
continued free flow of information across the food regulatory system, and particularly, 
certainty of regulatory direction and outcomes. 
 
We look forward to working even more closely with FSANZ and other stakeholders to 
ensure the best possible outcomes for the food manufacturing industry, and the 
community it serves.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to speak with you today.  
 


