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About us

• We are an Australian statutory agency within the 
Australian Government Health portfolio

• Our main function is to develop and administer the 
Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (the 
Code)

• The Code is a legislative instrument, that is given effect 
by state and territory or New Zealand laws

• Based in Canberra and Wellington
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Food regulatory framework

ENFORCEMENT

• States and territories

• NZ MPI

• Agriculture (imported 

foods)

FSANZ
• Standards 

• Coordination

• Advice

POLICY
Forum on Food 

Regulation  

(Ministers) 
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Drivers for change
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Increasing globalisation of the food supply chain

Growing pace of technological change

More pressure for reduced regulation and greater 
recognition of international standards

Rapid proliferation of ‘real time’ information about 
food

Growing concern about diet-related contributions to 
increased prevalence of lifestyle diseases

Fiscal constraints on government agencies
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The system is complex
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Ministers
set policy

TGA / Medsafe
Approve therapeutic goods

DAWR / MPI
Border protection

APVMA / MPI
Approve veterinary medicines

OGTR / EPA
Applications for genetically 

modified crops

FSANZ
establish standards
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The system is complex
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ACCC/CP
Consumer issues including 

misleading or deceptive claims

States & Territories  
MPI

regulators

NICNAS/EPA
Industrial chemicals

Consumers NGOs Industry
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The Board’s challenge

• The basics of the system are unchanged 
for 25 years.

• FSANZ is funded to develop food 
standards, its coordination role and to 
provide information about standards

– but we are often called upon to do more. 



Current work areas

• Currently just under 50 key projects being carried out

• Supporting Ministerial priorities:
• Reduction in foodborne illness

• Chronic conditions related to obesity

• An agile and responsive food regulation system

• Unexpected work:
• Strawberry tampering issue

• Requests form Ministerial Forum
• Pregnancy warning labels on alcohol

• Review of Sports Foods

• Development of forward looking ‘intelligence’ agenda
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FSANZ’S response to change

• Is FSANZ ‘fit-for-purpose’?

• How can FSANZ position itself within 
the food regulatory system of the 
future?

• What is the role of the Board?



FSANZ’S response to change

Our Strategic Intent

Positioning FSANZ as

• a trusted source of advice on food

• a leader in its areas of expertise

• the source of wisdom on emerging risks

• deeply engaged with stakeholders

• effective and efficient



FSANZ Response to change

Modernisation 1.0

• Changes in areas that are within our ambit to 
change

• Already happening

Modernisation 2.0

• What does the food regulation system of the 
future look like and what is our role?

• Linking in with other areas of the system to 
take the thinking forward

• This conference!
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Copyright

© Food Standards Australia New Zealand 2018

This work is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form only 

(retaining this notice) for your personal, non-commercial use or use within your organisation. Apart from any 

other use as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, all other rights are reserved. Requests for further 

authorisation should be directed to information@foodstandards.gov.au

www.foodstandards.gov.au or  www.foodstandards.govt.nz

/Food.Standards

@FSANZnews
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