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Comments Form P. R. China on Notification G/SPS/N/AUS/353
Proposal P1016 Hydrocyanic acid in Apricot Kernels & Other Foods

Dear Sir or Madam:

We appreciate the opportunity to submit comments from China on the notified regulation proposed by
Australia.

Enclosed please find comments in English and Chinese.

If there is any discrepancy between the English version and the Chinese version, the Chinese version
stands.

Please acknowledge receipt of the comments by e-mail to sps@agsiq.gov.cn.

Thank you very much in advance if the Australian government could take into-account the comment from
China. Your formal reply will be very much appreciated.

Best regards,

Mr. Sun Wenkang

Director General

China WTO/SPS National Enquiry Point

No.18 Xi Ba He DongLi, ChaoYang District, Beijing
Post Code: 100028

Tel: 86-10-84603891

Fax: 86-10-84603815

E-mail: sps@agsig.gov.cn
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Comments Form P. R. China on Notification G/SPS/N/AUS/353

Proposal P1016 Hydrocyanic acid in Apricot Kernels & Other Foods

Dear Sir or Madam:

We appreciate the opportunity to submit comments from China on the notified
regulation proposed by Australia.

Enclosed please find comments in English and Chinese.

If there is any discrepancy between the English version and the Chinese version, the
Chinese version stands.

Please acknowledge receipt of the comments by e-mail to sps(@aqsiq.gov.cn.

Thank you very much in advance if the Australian government could take
into-account the comment from China. Your formal reply will be very much
appreciated.

Best regards, ~
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Mr. Sun Wenkang

Director General

China WTO/SPS National Enquiry Point

No.18 Xi Ba He DongLi, ChaoYang District, Beijing
Post Code: 100028

Tel: 86-10-84603891

Fax: 86-10-84603815

E-mail: sps@aqsiq.gov.cn
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Comments Form P. R. China on Notification G/SPS/N/AUS/353

Proposal P1016 Hydrocyanic acid in Apricot Kernels & Other Foods

The Chinese government appreciates the Australian government for providing the
opportunity for WTO Members to comment on its “Proposal P1016 Hydrocyanic acid
in Apricot Kernels & Other Foods”, which was notified through WTO Secretariat as
G/SPS/N/AUS/353. After careful study, we would like to submit the following
comments for your consideration. The detailed comments are as follows:

I. Unreasonable to Completely Prohibit the Sale of Raw Apricot Kernels

As there has been a number of poisoning incidences in both Australia and New
Zealand following consumption of raw apricot kernels that contained high levels of
hydrocyanic acid (HCN), Australia takes the measure to completely prohibit the sale
of raw apricot kernels both unhulled (with skin) and hulled (without skin). China,
however, believes that such measure taken by Australia is unreasonable. And the
reasons are as follows:

Apricot kernels, containing various nutrients such as vitamin E, monounsaturated fat
and dietary fiber, may effectively decrease the risks for suffering from heart disease
and is the food of higher nutritive value. The measure that will be taken by Australia
for completely prohibiting the sale of raw apricot kernels may influence the
international trade to a great extent. Apricot kernels may be divided into sweet and
bitter ones and the content of HCN in different varieties of apricot kernels are very
different. Thus, we hereby suggest Australia first conduct the scientific classification
for the apricot kernels and carry out the qualitative and quantitative scientific risk
assessments and then set the HCN limits in raw apricot kernels on this basis so as to
control the risks. This is the international common practice for controlling the
hazardous substances in foods. Simply and completely negating the nutrition and
health functions of raw apricot kernels and then prohibiting the sale of such apricot
kernels may cause the misjudgment of nutritious and healthy food materials and the
serious waste of global apricot kernel plant resources.

In addition, from regulatory impact analysis of the 5 options proposed by Australia for
raw apricot kernels, China has not found the exact and powerful evidences supporting
the option 3. As the data show, the impact analysis currently conducted by Australia is
just the qualitative evaluation, which is lack of quantitative data support. Therefore,
we hereby suggest Australia take the transitional measures (e.g. establishing the HCN
limit standard) until there are enough information and data.

At last, from the data provided by Australia, we found that most of the HCN
poisoning incidences in Australia were caused by overconsumption of raw apricot
kernels as the medicinal food for disease treatment. China believes that the key
measures that Australia shall take are to strengthen the management of health claim
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that raw apricot kernels may “prevent cancer” which might mislead consumers, other
than completely prohibit the sale of such raw apricot kernels. The (sweet and bitter)
apricot  kernels have been included into the List of Materials
considered as both food and medicine by the Notice on Further Regulating the
Management of Health Food Materials published by the former Chinese Ministry of
Health and may be used for producing the common food.

11. Matters Required to Be Clarified and Explained by Australia
(I) How to treat the merely cooked apricot kernels

The measures in the Australia Notification repeatedly state the hazards of raw apricot
kernels and completely prohibit the sale of such apricot kernels, but exempt specific
apricot kernel products. However, the treatment mode for apricot kernels merely
heated, baked, etc. without changing the shape of such apricot kernels has not been
clarified yet, we hereby request Australia clarify such treatment mode. We believe that
the apricot kernels cooked may contain the greatly-reduced HCN content and the risk
of poisoning has also been greatly reduced, thus the apricot kernels shall not been
completely prohibited for sale.

(Il) Can other countries export the raw apricot kernels as the food materials to
Australia?

If the notification measures are implemented, Australia will prohibit the market sales
of the raw apricot kernels. China expects Australia clarify how to manage the raw
apricot kernels as food materials. And if other countries export the raw apricot kernels
as food materials to Australia, will Australia take the restrictive measures?

(III) The apricot kernel products that may be exempted are clarified in the proposed
draft P1016 and include: nine kinds of products in total such as apricots containing
raw apricot kernels, alcoholic beverages, oil, flavourings, stone fruit juices, marzipan,
cakes, biscuits and confectioneries. Therefore, China expects Australia clarify if the
apricot kernel products excluding these nine kinds of products will be exempted. For
this, we hereby suggest Australia exempt all the products excluding raw apricot
kernels so as not to cause the unnecessary obstacles to international trade.
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The Chinese version of comments are as below;
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