
APEC Export Certificate Working Group 
 

Differing certificate requirements in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) region and 
the increasing number of requirements for certificates place a burden on regulators and industry, 
often resulting in higher food prices and increasing the opportunities for fraud. 
 
The FSCF PTIN has identified a need for follow up work to the 2010 APEC Export Certificate 
Roundtable for representatives from APEC economies.  The initial Roundtable discussion 
identified the issues disrupting efficient use of export certificates in the APEC region such as: 
translation issues, burdensome attestations, lack of communication between the regulatory 
officials and industry, legislative requirements for export certificates within APEC member 
countries, as well as fraudulent certificate issues that exist for numerous commodities shipped 
across the APEC region.   Addressing these issues would facilitate trade in food throughout the 
APEC region.   
 
As identified in the initial Roundtable, streamlining certificate requirements across APEC 
Member Economies can be accomplished through various options, including the implementation 
of the recently agreed Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems (CCFICS) Generic Model Certificate or a proposal for new work within the CCFICS 
committee.  However, challenges exist, including variations in the certificate requirements of 
APEC Member Economies.  Although the 2010 Export Certificate Roundtable resulted in a best 
practices document for submission to CCFICS, attending regulatory officials from the 21 
Member Economies began discussing the option of proposing work to CCFICS on attestations 
that would help to streamline certificate requirements across all member countries. 

 
Project Objectives: To that end, the 2011 Export Certificate Working Group will bring together 
experts from the 21 economies (representing 60 percent global trade) to: 1) provide technical 
assistance necessary for economies to reduce and avoid  unnecessary certificate requirements, 2) 
discuss how to use the Codex Generic Model Official Certificate Annex to the Codex Guidelines 
for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001), 
and 3) discuss the benefits of electronic certification. Recommendations regarding developing 
new export certification requirements could include: 1) Agreement to develop criteria for 
determining when a certificate should be required.  This criteria could result in a document for 
submission to CCFICS, which may include a proposal for new work on export certificate 
attestations; and 2) Continue dialogue on using innovative options to improve communication 
between APEC regulatory agencies, including e-certification. 

 
Desired Outcome: Streamlining certificate requirements across APEC Member Economies and 
reducing unnecessary certificate requirements by strengthening adoption of the CCFICS Generic 
Model Certificate (or the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)/the International Plant 
Protection Convention (IPPC) model certificates as appropriate), and other relevant Codex 
guidance  across the region with the desired outcome of reducing costs and facilitating trade.  
Where no such guidance exists, economies should consider proposing new work in CCFICS 
instead of developing new requirements which could have the unintended outcome to negatively 
impact trade. 
 


